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CITY OF GAITHERSBURG 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 21, 2006 

 

 
A meeting of the Mayor and City Council was called to order at 7:30 p.m., Mayor Katz presiding.  Council 
Members present: Alster, Marraffa, Schlichting and Sesma.  Staff present: City Manager Humpton, Assistant 
City Manager Felton, Director of Public Works, Parks Maintenance and Engineering (PWPME) Arnoult, 
Engineering Services Director Mumpower, Planning and Code Administration Director Ossont, Planner Patula, 
Recreation Program Supervisor Poole, Recreation Program Director McGuire, Facilities Director Geiling, City 
Attorney Borten and Administrative Assistant Stokes. 
 
 
I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The Pledge was led by Ollie Mumpower, Engineering Services Director, Gaithersburg, Maryland. 
 

II. INVOCATION 
 

The invocation was led by Pastor Sarah Withers Lewis, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Motion was made by Council Member Sesma, seconded by Council 
Member Alster, that the minutes of the Mayor and Council meeting 
held February 6, 2006, be approved. 
 
Vote:  4-0 

 
IV. CONSENT ITEM 
 

Resolution for Architectural and Engineering Design Services for the Senior Center Space 
Planning Study 
 
This resolution authorizes the City Manager to negotiate and execute a contract extension for the 
above services to Colimore Gallow Architects, Inc., 1240 Key Highway, Baltimore, Maryland 21230, in 
the amount of Twenty-One Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars ($21,800); said funds to be expended 
from the Capital Improvements Budget.  

 
Motion was made by Council Member Schlichting, seconded by 
Council Member Marraffa, that a RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 
NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE A CONTRACT FOR 
ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING DESIGN SERVICES FOR 
THE SENIOR CENTER SPACE PLANNING STUDY (Resolution 
No. R-14-06), be approved. 
 
Vote:  4-0 
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V. APPOINTMENTS 

 

1. Resolution Confirming Appointments and Reappointments by the Mayor 
 

This resolution confirmed the following appointment:  Technology & Innovations Committee, 
Justin Preuninger, 4 Sanders Court, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877, two-year term; Beautification 
Committee, Communications Committee, Education Committee, Gaithersburg Community 
Museum Train Annex Ad Hoc Committee, Gaithersburg Senior Council,  Multicultural Affairs 
Committee, Police Chief’s Advisory Council, and Technology & Innovations Committee 

 
Motion was made by Council Member Alster, seconded by Council 
Member Marraffa, that a RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
CONFIRMING APPOINTMENTS AND REAPPOINTMENTS BY 
THE MAYOR TO THE BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE, 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE, EDUCATION COMMITTEE, 
GAITHERSBURG COMMUNITY MUSEUM TRAIN ANNEX AD 
HOC COMMITTEE, GAITHERSBURG SENIOR COUNCIL,  
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, POLICE CHIEF’S 
ADVISORY COUNCIL, AND TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATIONS 
COMMITTEE (Resolution No. R-15-06), be approved. 
 
Vote:  4-0 

 
2. Resolution Confirming a Reappointment by the Mayor to the Board of Appeals  
 

This resolution confirmed the reappointment of Harvey Kaye, 522 Chesterown Street, 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878, three-year term. 

 
Motion was made by Council Member Marraffa, seconded by 
Council Member Alster, that a RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF GAITHERSBURG CONFIRMING A 
REAPPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO THE BOARD OF 
APPEALS (Resolution No. R-16-06) be approved. 
 
Vote: 4-0 

 
3. Resolution Confirming a Reappointment by the Mayor to the Board of Appeals 

 
This resolution confirmed the reappointment of Richard Knoebel, 202 Rolling Road, Gaithersburg, 
Maryland 20877, three-year term. 

 
Motion was made by Council Member Marraffa, seconded by 
Council Member Schlichting, that a RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF GAITHERSBURG CONFIRMING A 
REAPPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO THE BOARD OF 
APPEALS (Resolution No. R-17-06) be approved. 
 
Vote: 4-0 

 
4. Resolution Confirming an Appointment by the Mayor to the Board of Appeals 

 
This resolution confirmed the appointment of Carol Rieg, 936 Pointer Ridge Drive, Gaithersburg, 
Maryland 20878, three-year term. 

 
Motion was made by Council Member Schlichting, seconded by 
Council Member Alster, that a RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF GAITHERSBURG CONFIRMING AN 
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APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
(Resolution No. R-18-06) be approved. 
 
Vote: 4-0 

 

VI. OATH OF OFFICE TO BOARD OF APPEALS MEMBER 
 

Mayor Katz administered the Oath of Office to reappointed Board of Appeals Member Richard 
Knoebel.  Board of Appeals Members Harvey Kaye and Carol Rieg were not present to receive the 
oath. 

 
VII. PRESENTATIONS 

 
1. Government Finance Officer’s Association Distinguished Budget Presentation Award 

 
Finance and Administration Director Belton reported that the City had received its 3

rd
 Annual 

Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for fiscal year 2004 from the Government Finance 
Officers Association.  He stated that to qualify for the award, the City’s budget has to serve as a 
policy document, financial plan, an operation guide, and a citizen communication device and the 
City’s budget has met those criteria.   The award is the highest form of recognition in 
governmental budgeting.  Mayor Katz applauded Mr. Belton and his staff for their hard work.  

 
2. Certificate of Recognition 
 

Mayor Katz recognized John Seiler, 2006 Mid-Atlantic Recreation and Sports Alliance Award 
Recipient.  The City of Gaithersburg is a member of the Mid-Atlantic Recreation and Sports 
Alliance. The Alliance promotes the positive aspects and values associated with youth sports. 
Each year, public and private recreation departments and sports associations are encouraged to 
nominate deserving coaches that exemplify the philosophy of youth sports. The principles of fair 
play, skill development and an understanding of the City’s sport philosophy are characteristics of 
the 2006 award recipient.  On Monday, January 30, 2006, Mr. John Seiler was recognized at a 
session of the House of Delegates and reception hosted by the Speaker, Mr. Michael E. Busch. 

 
3. Certificates of Appreciation  
 

Mayor Katz presented Certificates and acknowledged the following 2005 Winter Lights sponsors 
for their generous support: Comcast ($69,000 in kind), Mix 107.3 Radio Station ($49,000 in kind), 
Lakeforest Shopping Center represented by Susan Davis, Marketing Director ($10,000 
cash/$14,000 in kind), Shady Grove Adventist Hospital represented by Will Smith, Chief 
Development Officer ($5,000 cash/$2,000 in kind), Gazette Newspapers represented by Bill 
Schlossenberg, Director of Corporate Affairs ($12,000 in kind), OBA Bank ($1,000 cash/$4,000 in 
kind), PEPCO represented by Kim Watson, Regional Vice President Montgomery County Affairs 
($2,500 cash), Washington Post ($1,500 cash), MedImmune ($1,000 cash), Hughes Network 
Systems ($1,000 cash), and Sandy Spring Bank ($1,000 cash). 
 
The following charities received funds from the proceeds of the 2004 Winter Lights program:  
Shady Grove Hospital – Neonatal Intensive Care Unit ($3,750), Hospice Caring, Inc. represented 
by Penny Gladhill, Manager Patient and Family Services ($1,250), Friends of Seneca Creek State 
Park represented by Bill Larson, President ($1,250), and Identity represented by Aldolfo Avalos 
($1,250), Upper Montgomery Assistance Network ($1,250), and the Friends of Wells/Robertson 
House represented by Carol Himmel, President of Board of Directors ($1,250). 

 
4. Development of Policy on Implementing Speed Humps/Raised Crosswalks in Residential 

Areas 
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5. Presentation on Proposed Agenda for the MP-2-04 GE Tech Park Special Study Area Town 
Hall Meeting (Scheduled for Wednesday, March 15, 2006 – 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm at Lakelands Park 
Middle School) 

 
 

 
VIII. FROM THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
Council Member Sesma 

 
 

Council Member Marraffa 
 

 
Council Member Alster 
 

 
Council Member Edens 
 

 
Mayor Katz 
 
1. Announced the City will conduct a joint work session on Monday, February 13, 2006, to discuss 

Planning Commission consent items and staff approvals and notification requirements for various 
hearings and reviews. 

 
2. Announced the City will not conduct a meeting on Monday, February 20, 2006 due to the holiday, 

but a regular meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 21, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.  He stated that it is 
anticipated that appointments to the Board of the Appeals will be made at said meeting. 

 
3. Reported that a requested was received asking the City to contact the State and recommend that 

they keep the Boyds and Dickerson Railroad Stations open.  He asked staff to send a letter 
addressing the request. 

 
4. Received a request for a 4-way stop at Golden Ash and Market Street and asked staff to 

investigate. 
 
IX. FROM THE CITY MANAGER  
 

1. Reported that the Day Laborer Task Force is continuing to move forward.  He announced that the 
Task Force will continue to meet each Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. at Casey Community Center through 
March.   He announced that a work session is anticipated for April. 

 
 
Introduction of a New City Employee 
 
introduced Crystal Carr, newly hired Director of Human Services.  Ms. Carr began working for the City 
on January 3, 2006.  She is a graduate of Hood College and is currently enrolled in the Rutgers 
University Master of Public Administration program.  Prior employment was with the Family Services 
Agency where she served as Family Support Services Administrator Announced that a public budget 
forum will be held on Wednesday, February 8, 2006, to inform the public of the City’s budget process 
and receive input from citizens.  He stated that the budget will be presented in April, public hearing 
and work session in May, and adoption of the FY ’07 budget in June. 
 

 
 

RECESSED THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEETING AT 8:18 P.M. 
AND RECONVENED AT 8:25 P.M. 
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X. FROM THE ASSISTANT CITY MANAGERS, CITY ATTORNEY AND OTHER STAFF 
 

Assistant City Manager Felton 
 
Referred to a memorandum dated – picketing at private residence 
 
 
Planning and Code Administration Director Ossont 
 
SDP-05-006, Application for Schematic Development Approval (SDP) for 206,895 Square Feet 
of Office Use, 55,211 Square Feet of Office/Retail/Restaurant Use and 348 Multifamily 
Condominiums With Structured Parking.  The Subject Property is Located in the 
Washingtonian Center, Parcel K, on Washingtonian Boulevard, South of the Springhill Suites 
Hotel and North of Negola’s Ark Veterinary Hospital, in the Mixed Use Development (MXD) 
Zone 
 
Planning and Code Administration Director Ossont  

 
Motion was made by Councilwoman Alster, seconded by 
Councilman Marraffa, that the record on SDP-05-006, is closed on 
March 1, 2006, 5 p.m. and a policy discussion be conducted on 
March 6, 2006. 
 
Vote: 4-0 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business to come before this session of the City Council, the meeting was duly 
adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Doris R. Stokes        
Doris R. Stokes 
Administrative Assistant 

  


